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Wi-Fi connection issues abound
Network updates may help, but won’t resolve unsatisfactory internet
BY ERIN ALBRIGHT
As students notice in-
creased internet connectivity 
problems across campus, the 
Infromation Technologies 
(IT) staff  is confident that 
these complaints are large-
ly due to students’ personal 
networks impeding Xavier’s 
Wi-Fi.
Common problems cited by 
students include losing con-
nection when moving from 
building to building, experi-
encing slower response times 
and difficulty connecting to 
Xavier Wireless. 
Sarah Seward, a first-year 
communications major, com-
mented on her frustrating ex-
periences with Xavier’s wire-
less networks. 
“It’s annoying how it’s sup-
posed to work everywhere 
on campus and it doesn’t,” 
she said. “It also bothers me 
that it never connects to my 
computer, and I have to use 
my hotspot, which wastes my 
data.” 
Chief  Information Officer 
Jeff  Edwards said that stu-
dents’ issues with the Wi-Fi 
are troubling since the school 
has consistently invested in 
upgrading its network.
“Every year we allow our 
internet service provider to 
give us as much bandwidth 
as we can get… this ensures 
Xavier has the most adequate 
internet access on campus,” 
Edwards said. 
When asked what has 
been causing problems with 
Wi-Fi connection, Edwards 
explained how rogue wire-
less networks typically create 
conflict with the school’s high 
speed network. 
“In residence halls, there 
are typically rogue wire-
less networks that students 
brought from home. These 
devices can be printers, wire-
less routers and gaming con-
soles, and (they) all block the 
students’ normal ability to get 
on the wireless network,” he 
explained.  
Edwards said that the rogue 
networks need to be located 
and the students in possession 
of  the devices must turn them 
off  so they aren’t interfering 
with Xavier’s wireless net-
work. 
In addition to rogue net-
works impeding fast network 
connection, students also 
expressed an inability to re-
connect to the Wi-Fi when 
moving from one building to 
another on campus. 
“Sometimes there isn’t a 
clean handoff  between the 
buildings. In order to recon-
nect in the new building, you 
must disconnect and then try 
connecting,” Edwards admit-
ted.
Edwards continued to de-
scribe the future upgrades 
which are scheduled for Xavi-
er Yard and Fenwick Hall. 
He anticipates that these im-
provements will benefit stu-
dents as they host events out-
side in compliance with social 
distancing protocol. 
The Xavier Yard’s up-
grades are currently in prog-
ress and Edwards assured that 
events taking place towards 
the end of  October will have 
full Wi-Fi accessibility. 
“The outdoors is long over-
due and hasn’t had an upgrade 
in a very long time,” Edwards 
said. 
“A lot of  students have ad-
opted the Campus Groups app 
to work with Student Affairs, 
and that app was not really 
available outside previously,” 
he continued. 
Every four years the cam-
puses’ wireless network is 
refreshed. Most immediately, 
Fenwick Hall will undergo 
upgrades over winter break 
and the Commons Apart-
ments will receive upgrades 
next summer. 
Many students felt that 
the addition of  more online 
classes has caused a decrease 
in network speeds. However, 
Edwards assured that the in-
crease in network usage from 
online learning hasn’t impact-
ed the Wi-Fi. 
With an increase in online usage this semester, students have grown vocal about the connectivity problems with Xavier Wireless. Chief Information 
Newswire
Instead, Edwards’ reem-
phasized the importance of  
turning off  rogue networks 
in residence halls.
In previous years, the IT 
team had been able to go 
through the dorms to help 
students turn off  their rogue 
networks. Due to COVID-19, 
they are unable to do this 
in-person, but students have 
the option of  calling the IT 
Desk for help. 
For now, students are en-
couraged to turn off  their 
rogue devices to decrease sig-
nal broadcast, as well as prac-
tice appropriate reconnec-
tion strategies when moving 
around campus while await-
ing upgrades in the buildings 
to prevent user-error. 
The school of education looks to moves forward with new safety measures
Montessori Lab School persists
The Montessori School 
has faced difficulty due to 
COVID-19 but has been mak-
ing the most of  every second 
with their in-person school-
ing.  
The Xavier University 
Montessori Lab School is 
a school for students rang-
ing from 3-years-olds to 8th 
graders located on the West 
side of  Xavier’s campus.  
Besides mask-wearing, the 
school has taken addition-
al steps to ensure the low 
COVID-19 numbers between 
the students and faculty. 
“We’ve adopted a more 
stringent policy on cleaning 
and have worked with the Tri-
Health Team,” Assistant Head 
of  School of  the Montessori 
Lab School Kathy Handorf  
said. 
“We’ve really done a great 
job at keeping our students, 
faculty, and staff  safe this 
school year.”
The school serves to pro-
vide an interactive learning 
environment for Xavier un-
dergraduate and graduate 
students in the Montessori 
Teacher Education Program. 
Currently, the school boasts 
129 students. 
During this school year, 23 
students remain online, and 
still “feel the love at home.” 
according to Handorf. 
The remaining in-person 
attendees are divided into two 
groups that are then assigned 
to attend in-person on either 
Monday-Wednesday or Tues-
day-Thursday. “Adjusting to 
this time has been difficult, 
but we’ve been able to find 
ways to make it enjoyable,” 
said Handorf. 
One of  those ways that 
COVID-19 has made the 
school days more enjoyable is 
through allowing students to 
go outside more during school 
days. “At the beginning this 
year, we’ve established more 
time for classrooms to be out-
side,” Handorf  said.  
Handorf  noted that 2020 is 
the ‘Phase 2’ of  the Montes-
The Montessori lab school, located by Elet hall, provides Xavier students with experiential learning opportunities.
sori’s Nature Playscape area, 
a place where classrooms can 
go outside to study and take a 
break from inside learning. 
“It’s a beautiful area we’ve 
worked on,” Handorf  said. 
“We stared Phase 1 last year, 
and this year we’re starting 
Phase 2, which means we’re 
going to start installing out-
door climbing structures and 
slides for the children.”  
Handorf  talked about how 
this is a good change for the 
younger children because it 
gets the students time out-
side of  the building, allowing 
them to take walks, have a re-
cess break or even take a break 
from wearing their masks.
 “(Getting children to wear 
masks) has gone extreme-
ly well,” said Handorf.  “The 
children are working in masks 
as if  they’ve worn them their 
entire life. The student’s 
masks include interesting and 
intricate designs, too.” 
Some of  her favorite de-
signs she has seen have been 
horses and inspiring messag-
es, but those are just a few of  
the designs she sees daily.
Through all the changes 
and mask wearing, Handorf  is 
very proud to confirm that the 
Xavier University Montes-
sori Lab School has had zero 
COVID-19 cases documented 
throughout the students and 
faculty this school year.  
Photo courtesy of the Montessori Lab School
First-year class displays true self with art gallery  
An art exhibit entitled 
“Non-Selfie Self  Portraits” 
created by students in the 
First-year Seminar course 
The Art of  Expression is on 
display on the second floor of  
Gallager Student Center. 
The gallery was created to 
capture the challenges of  col-
lege life in 2020. 
Professor Madeleine 
Mitchell created the course af-
ter teaching Intensive English 
for 25 years at Xavier. The 
course encourages students 
to take on creative outlets and 
use their artistic ability in dif-
ferent aspects of  their life and 
prospective careers. 
 “My idea was to put to-
gether a course that would 
allow people to start thinking 
of  themselves as creative peo-
ple and as artists,” Mitchell 
explained. “Your whole life 
can be an art project. You cre-
ate your life and make it what 
you want it to be.”  
“People are facing a lot 
of  challenges: mental health 
challenges, financial challeng-
es or things that might be 
hidden. The idea of  the art 
assignment was to look at our 
selfies and social media and 
know that we’re all just put-
ting up this staged image,” 
Mitchell stated. 
In order to reach a wide au-
dience of  students, the works 
are displayed in Gallagher. 
The exhibition statement, a 
sign displayed alongside the 
works, states that they “dis-
play a rich spectrum of  expe-
rience and emotion.”  
Several students in the 
course explained their cre-
ative processes. Jenna Wood, 
whose piece is titled, “Psyche-
delic Dreams.” Wood’s piece 
shows the effect that the ar-
tistic process can have on an 
individual. 
“I think that my piece will 
have a positive outlook on the 
audience and hopefully will 
inspire others to explore their 
creativity,” Wood said. “I hope 
that people will see my piece 
as a representation of  the 
power of  creativity.” 
First-year Elizabeth Carter, 
whose piece is titled “Melting 
Away,” took a more personal 
approach. Carter’s goal was to 
create a piece mainly for her 
own enjoyment and as an op-
portunity to grow in her own 
creative process. 
“I wanted to make it aes-
thetically pleasing to me, and I 
didn’t want to spend too long 
making it a huge, crazy mes-
sage. I just wanted to make it 
for myself,” she said. 
Another student, First-
BY NINA BENICH
year Tyler Doan, focused on 
his experience with familiari-
ty in his first few months as a 
college first-years. His piece is 
titled “The Other Side.” 
“In my picture I wanted to 
show my attempts at grasping 
onto the things I am familiar 
with. As an out of  state fresh-
man, I am sure many others 
can relate to this as we take 
our first major steps onto the 
mysterious road known as 
life,” he said.  
First-year Jada Ratliff  also 
expressed her message behind 
her piece: “In my self-portrait, 
I show how the world’s defini-
tion of  beautiful isn’t a mirror 
of  yourself, so you tear your-
self  apart.”  
Mitchell said that she hopes 
the exhibit can provide a sense 
of  reassurance to Xavier stu-
dents in the midst of  both 
COVID-19 and a social media 
dominated world. 
“I hope it inspires other 
people to think about them-
selves, feel open to express 
themselves, and to feel con-
nected to the Xavier commu-
nity,” she added. “It’s harder 
now to build that sense of  
community, especially for the 
first-year students who have 
never had a college experi-
ence.”  
The Art of  Expression will 
be available during spring se-
mester to take as a First Year.
BY ROBBIE 
DZIERZANOWSKI
Newswire photo by Joseph Cotton
The  students in the First-year Seminar course The Art of Expression were challenged to capture of their life.  
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Disparities in academic advising 
Amidst nationwide calls for 
justice, students of  color at 
Xavier have begun to speak 
out about instances of  per-
ceived discrimination within 
academic advising. 
Discrimination in academ-
ic advising takes the form of  
advisors, consciously or un-
consciously allowing beliefs 
about a particular race, gen-
der, socioeconomic status or 
another group to alter the rec-
ommendations that they make 
to students. 
These preconceived no-
tions may result in minority 
groups disproportionately 
facing problems with academ-
ic advisors suggesting that 
they take an easier course 
load, implying doubt in their 
ability to be successful. 
Senior Cameron Lakes, 
among others, described his 
experiences with advisors 
at the Speak Up XU protest 
on Sept. 23, explaining the 
challenges that he has had in 
changing his major. 
In his change to a criminal 
justice major, Lakes was able 
to find his passion, which led 
to tremendous success in his 
new coursework. However, 
despite this success, he was 
still encouraged to postpone 
his official major change.  
“It’s been a frustrating pro-
cess,” explained Lakes. “Ob-
viously not to the extent of  
some of  these other students 
of  color that have been go-
ing through this same thing, 
it’s not to the same extent in 
which they’re being told ‘Oh, 
you know what, maybe you 
should just drop out’ or ‘Oh, 
you know what, maybe we 
should look at another career 
option for you.’”
Lakes elaborated, “I mean 
that’s how I felt, that’s what I 
Despite the fact that academic advidsing is supposed to be about the best path forward for students, Black students have alleged bias within the 
process. Although the university claims to have processes to ensure equal treatment, It is unclear how effective they are in protecting students. 
Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu
felt like they were saying like 
‘Oh, you know what maybe 
this isn’t for you, so just in 
case, let’s hold off  allowing 
you to switch your major.”
Other Black students at 
the Speak Up XU protest de-
scribed experiences of  alleged 
bias by advisors from the Col-
lege of  Nursing and the Col-
lege of  Professional Sciences.
Students of  color are not 
the only ones who feel their 
advising is affected by bias. 
“I had someone come up to 
me the other day who wasn’t a 
student of  color, who is a low 
income student, who comes 
from a low income household, 
being told, ‘You know what, 
maybe this isn’t for you, you 
should just drop out,’ even 
though they were excelling in 
their classes,” Lakes said. 
These experiences run in 
direct contrast to the policy 
explained in the Xavier Facul-
ty Handbook. The handbook 
directly states in its Ethics 
Statement that “professors 
demonstrate respect for stu-
dents as individuals and ad-
here to their proper roles as 
intellectual guides and coun-
selors.” 
The statement continues 
on to explain that “(faculty) 
avoid any exploitation, ha-
rassment or discriminatory 
treatment of  students.”
Jennifer Droege, Assistant 
Dean of  the College of  Arts 
and Sciences, explained what 
students should do if  they en-
counter this type of  discrimi-
nation in the realm of  advis-
ing. 
“What we have in place is 
a series of  student complaint 
procedures for students to fol-
low, so it is important for us 
as a university to know when 
something isn’t working right 
from a student’s perspective, 
and we try to provide them 
with different avenues to share 
those concerns,” Droege said. 
Droege explained that stu-
dents are always encouraged 
to first address the issue with 
the faculty member, if  feasi-
ble. 
Recognizing that this like-
ly would not be realistic for 
instances of  perceived bias, 
students are then advised to 
contact the chair of  their de-
partment. 
If  the problem still cannot 
be resolved using these steps 
or if  a student feels uncom-
fortable taking this action, 
Droege explained that there 
are also anonymous reporting 
options for students. 
Students can file these 
complaints through the Bias 
Advisory and Response Team 
(BART), or through Ethic-
sPoint — Xavier’s anony-
mous, web-based ethics re-
porting system. EthicsPoint 
is most quickly accessed by 
searching “EthicsPoint” on 
Xavier’s website.  
Droege emphasized that, 
hese are important resourc-
es for all Xavier students to 
be aware of, so as to ensure 
that appropriate reporting of  
these incidents occurs. 
Lakes emphasized the im-
portance and universality of  
this issue by saying, “This 
isn’t just a Black and White 
thing, this is something that 
could affect all students. It 
just disproportionately affects 
students of  color.”  
Any students who have ex-
periences of  discrimination 
at Xavier are encouraged by 
the university to report the 
incidents for the continual im-
provement of  Xavier’s advis-
ing system and to ensure that 
all students receive appropri-
ate advising. 
BY SEAN WALULIK




Students Cameron Lakes, Sierra Sten-
nis and Adriana Smith voiced their im-
mediate concerns regarding people of  
color at Xavier. Some concerns included 
lack of  certain financial materials, lack 
of  resources, microaggressions in the 
classroom, engagement of  students on 
campus and the need for improvement 
in advising and administration relation-
ships.      
The motion to alter the SGA Constitu-
tion has been tabled. More information 
to come.  
The Academic Affairs Committee, led 
by Sen. Ryan Machesky, plans to release 
surveys regarding Xavier’s response 
to COVID-19 and hybrid/online class 
structure Monday on EngageXU.   
COURTESY OF CHLOE SALVESON 
Muskie Moments:  Tweets of the week 
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DIY fusion, Internet saint, 911-SUN-FISH and Pokemon Paul
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City Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld has worked to complete the Lower Price Hill affordable housing project for years, but the project is in jeopardy if 
Photo courtesy of Ian Lucero Films via creativecommons.org






















“The Weirdest, Wackiest and Wildest News of the Week!”
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An affordable housing proj-
ect approved by the Cincinna-
ti City Council for the Lower 
Price Hill neighborhood is 
short $1 million ahead of  con-
struction start. The project 
was expected to receive the 
additional money from city 
officials, but the funding was 
unexpectedly rescinded.
The project commissioners 
have received $11 million to-
wards the project. $10 million 
has come from state funding, 
and $1 million from fundrais-
ing led by the housing proj-
ect coordinators. The final $1 
million is still needed for con-
struction to begin.
Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld 
announced that he found the 
final $1 million in the city’s 
funds that the project leaders 
needed to begin. He located 
the $1 million in federal grant 
money coming to the city next 
year specifically for afford-
able housing, but it is unclear 
whether the city administra-
tion will approve the use of  
those funds.  
Eight of  the nine city coun-
cil members voted to approve 
the project, even though fund-
ing has not yet been approved 
by higher city officials. Coun-
cilwoman Betsy Sundermann 
was the only councilperson to 
vote no, citing that she lived in 
Lower Prince Hill and didn’t 
want “Section 8 housing” 
in her neighborhood, even 
though the project would not 
be involved with Section 8 in 
any way. 
87 percent of  children in 
the Lower Price Hill neigh-
borhood live below the fed-
eral proverty line, and propo-
nents of  the project say the 
new housing opportunity has 
the chance to give these chil-
dren a significant increase in 
quality of  life. 
“Letting this project fall by 
the wayside is simply not an 
option,” said Sittenfeld at an 
Oct. 8 press conference about 
the project’s funding status. 
The housing project, al-
ready approved by the Cin-
cinnati Planning Commission, 
would house approximate-
ly 50 families. Coordinated 
by Community Matters and 
Over-the-Rhine Community 
Housing, it aims to give work-
ers at nearby manufacturing 
companies more affordable 
and higher quality housing 
opportunities. 
Community Matters is a 
non-profit organization that 
currently operates nine hous-
ing buildings in Cincinnati. 
The group says that this proj-
ect would promote their mod-
el of  family sustainability and 
resident leadership while cre-
ating a lasting impact in their 
community. 
A City Hall meeting was 
called on Oct. 1 to discuss 
the city’s refusal to grant the 
final money needed to the or-
ganizers. The meeting was 
said to be hours of  sparring, 
accusations and debates about 
whether or not the hearing 
was even worth having. 
At the City Hall meeting, 
Councilman Chris Seelbach 
pleaded with listeners, saying 
that Mayor John Cranley is 
denying the money due to his 
personal preference of  own-
er-driven affordable housing 
over rental units. Seelbach 
implied in a press statement 
that he believed Cranley to 
be playing favorites towards 
East Price Hill developer Bill 
Burwinkel in his recent with-
drawal of  funds. 
“All we have to do is put one 
more million in. This sounds 
fishy to me… the one person 
who is against this is a pow-
erful person who is connected 
to another powerful person at 
City Hall,” said Seelbach in 
regards to Cranley’s denial to 
fund the project.
Though Sittenfeld has lo-
cated the grant source that 
could be used to fund the proj-
ect, its future is still murky. 
Funding must be approved 
by Cincinnati administration 
and allocated before Dec. 31, 
the date when organizers will 
lose the $11 million in state 
support. 
The Lighter Side
Housing project needs $1 million 
Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld claims new federal grant could fund construction
BY ERIN ALBRIGHT AND 
MO JUENGER 
Photo courtesy of The White House via creativecommons.org
Amy Coney Barett was questioned throughout the week by the bipartisan Senate Judiciary Committee. Her 
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Conrmation hearing continues 
The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee began four days of  
confirmation hearings for 
Judge Amy Coney Barrett on 
Monday, questioning her on 
reproductive rights, the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA) and 
a peaceful transition of  power 
throughout the week. 
The confirmation process 
has been polarizing, with the 
majority of  Republicans aim-
ing to confirm Barrett before 
the upcoming presidential 
election and Democrats striv-
ing to wait until after the Nov. 
3 decision. 
“This is probably not about 
persuading each other unless 
something really dramatic 
happens… All the Repub-
licans will vote yes, all the 
Democrats will vote no,” Sen. 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), 
committee chairman, said of  
the hearings. 
Monday’s hearing consist-
ed of  ten-minute speeches by 
each member of  the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and then 
a short introduction by Bar-
rett. 
During her introduction, 
Barrett anecdotally intro-
duced her family, praised her 
late mentor former Justice 
Antonin Scalia and empha-
sized her position of  separat-
ing legislative policy and judi-
cial law.
Barrett faced questioning 
from Republicans and Dem-
ocrats regarding the ACA 
and Roe v. Wade during Tues-
day’s hearing. In response to 
Sen. Graham, she declined to 
answer whether she would 
recuse herself  from an up-
coming case discussing the 
legality of  the ACA. 
In regards to the Roe v. 
Wade decision, Barrett cit-
ed the legal doctrine of  stare 
decisis, which encourages Su-
preme Court justices to revisit 
past SCOTUS decisions. 
Barrett noted that she con-
siders herself  an originalist 
and textualist, clarifying that 
she believes that the Consti-
tution should be interpreted 
with the meanings that the 
original writers intended. 
“The text is text, and I un-
derstand it to have the mean-
ing that it had at the time 
people ratified it. It does not 
change over time, and it is not 
up to me to update it or infuse 
my own views into it,” Barrett 
explained. 
The nominee also com-
mented on her faith, stress-
ing that it would not impact 
her judicial decision-making. 
She emphasized impartiality, 
an issue that has consistently 
been criticized by Democratic 
opponents of  her nomination. 
“Judges cannot just wake 
up one day and say, ‘I have an 
agenda — I like guns, I hate 
guns, I like abortion, I hate 
abortion,’ and walk in like a 
royal queen and impose their 
will on the world,” Barrett 
said. “My policy views, my 
moral convictions, my reli-
gious beliefs do not bear on 
how I decide cases, nor should 
they.”
In a statement on same-sex 
marriage that quickly became 
highly controversial, Barrett 
used the term “sexual prefer-
ences” instead of  the widely 
accepted term “sexual orien-
tation.” Members and allies of  
the LGBT+ community use 
the latter because they believe 
that sexual orientation is an 
immutable characteristic. 
After further questioning 
on the matter from Sen. Cory 
Booker (D-N.J.), Barrett de-
clined to say whether she be-
lieves sexual orientation to be 
immutable. 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
(D-Calif.) and Sen. Graham 
announced early on Wednes-
day the individuals they 
planned to call as witnesses 
on Thursday, the final day of  
Barrett’s hearings. 
Democrats plan to have 
doctors, patients and civ-
il rights leaders to testify on 
issues including reproductive 
rights, the ACA and voting 
rights. Republicans plan to 
have judges, lawyers and past 
clerks of  Barrett’s to testify 
regarding her competence and 
impartiality. 
Barrett’s supporters and 
opponents both concluded on 
Wednesday that she would 
likely be confirmed as a justice, 
given the Senate’s Republican 
majority and Barett’s wide-
spread conservative support. 
If  the majority votes for 
Barrett to be confirmed, Pres-
ident Donald Trump will be 
permitted to formally appoint 
the candidate. She would then 
take a constitutional oath and 
begin making decisions. 
Nagorno-Karabakh conict escalates further
A dispute over the Na-
gorno-Karabakh territory has 
erupted into a bitter, ongoing 
conflict between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. This conflict, a 
continuation of  decades-long 
tension, has so far includ-
ed trench warfare and drone 
strikes.  
The ceasefire brokered 
Sunday did not last. On Sun-
day, Azerbaijani President 
Ilham Aliyev threatened to 
further escalate his offensive, 
citing continued aggression 
from Armenia.  
The conflict between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan started 
in the era of  the Soviet Union. 
The two countries were ami-
cable neighbors until the late 
twentieth century, when dis-
putes over the mountain re-
gion of  Nagorno-Karabakh 
erupted into protests, riots 
and war.  
Armenia conquered Na-
gorno-Karabakh after conflict 
broke out in the 1990s. Hos-
tile memories of  the war went 
unaddressed by either coun-
try in subsequent decades.  
Now, Azerbaijan vows to 
recapture Nagorno-Karabakh 
in this new war over the re-
gion.  
Armenia and Azerbaijan 
are suffering the steepest ca-
sualty rates since their war in 
the 1990s. Both countries ac-
cuse each other of  targeting 
civilians in military offensives. 
Over 500 people have died 
in less than a month of  fight-
ing, including over 60 civil-
ians. 
The dispute over Na-
gorno-Karabakh is the “cen-
tury’s deadliest conflict in the 
southern Caucasus region,” 
according to the New York 
Times. The Caucasus region 
is between the Black Sea and 
the Caspian Sea and is sand-
wiched between Europe and 
Asia.  
Allies of  both Azerbaijan 
and Armenia quickly became 
involved in the conflict, with 
some publicly taking sides. 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan was the first 
world leader to declare his 
country’s support for a coun-
try involved, throwing his 
support behind Azerbaijan. 
Turkey has close historical, 
cultural and ethnic ties to 
Azerbaijan. 
Turkey also is a military 
ally of  the United States. 
Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan expressed 
concerns to U.S. President 
Donald Trump that Ameri-
can-made F-16 jets could be 
used against Armenians in the 
conflict.
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin tentatively supports Ar-
menia because Russia and Ar-
menia have a mutual-defense 
treaty. Still, Russia has been 
eager to broker peace between 
the two regions in recent 
statements..  
According to the Guard-
ian, Russia wants to avoid an 
escalation of  conflict in the 
region because it is already 
dealing with other tensions in 
its “backyard.”  
These tensions include 
ongoing protests in Belarus 
against Alexander Lukashen-
ko, who was elected to the 
presidency of  Belarus in an 
election widely perceived as 
fraudulent.  
French President Em-
manuel Macron has led the 
international effort to pro-
mote a peace settlement in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. Macron 
called upon Putin and Trump 
to release a joint statement on 
the conflict. 
“We mourn the victims 
and express our condolences 
to the families of  those killed 
and wounded,” the presidents 
said in Thursday’s joint state-
ment. 
Some have criticized Trump 
for not taking a more active 
role in promoting a peaceful 
settlement in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. 
The 1.5 million strong 
Armenian Americans have 
pushed for Trump to condemn 
Azerbaijan for the fighting in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.  
Armenia and Azerbaijan continue dispute over southern Caucasus region
BY SOPHIE BOULTER
Nominee Barrett stresses impartiality on abortion and Aordable Care Act 
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Ten rounds shot blindly. 
Five bullets into the body of  a 
Black woman who previously 
thought she would go to sleep 
and wake up soundly. A grand 
jury decision that refuses 
to find any officer guilty for 
murdering one of  your own. 
Immediate justice for the bul-
lets that missed. 
When you repeatedly see 
somebody that looks like you, 
struggles like you and bleeds 
like you strung up like strange 
fruit by the very system that 
places your melanin on a 
bounty, you become incapable 
of  ignoring the message. Bre-
onna Taylor was, and is, every 
Black woman in America.
The first time you witness 
the lynching of  your own, you 
are devasted, then confused, 
and by the age of  twenty, the 
pain and injustice become so 
normalized that you’re forced 
to become numb to the fact 
that not enough people care 
enough to protect you. 
The Black woman in Amer-
ica remains on the frontlines 
of  all civil movements: in re-
turn she gets nothing. The 
tireless screams and pleas for 
Appeals Court Judge 
Amy Coney Barrett, recent-
ly nominated by President 
Trump for the Supreme 
Court, might not be the radi-
cal, ultra-conservative we all 
thought she would be. Sure, 
she is every religious conser-
vative’s dream for a Supreme 
Court justice, but she might 
not be all that bad.
Judge Barrett isn’t going 
to let her religion influence 
her decisions. I’m going to 
assume most politically ori-
ented people have heard 
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s 
quote in Barrett’s 2017 con-
gressional hearing: “The 
dogma lives loudly within 
you.” 
What most people might 
not remember, at least I 
didn’t, was Barrett’s re-
sponse: “I would never im-
pose my own personal con-
victions upon the law.” 
One example encom-
passes her extensive writ-
ings on Catholicism and the 
law, specifically noting that 
while Barrett affirms that 
marriage and family are 
“founded on the indissoluble 
commitment of  a man and 
a woman,” she recognizes 
that landmark LGBT+ legal 
cases are binding precedents 
that she intends to follow. 
Another example that 
proves her rational division 
of  dogma and law in 2019 
includes Barrett upholding 
a certain Chicago ordinance 
that prohibits anti-abortion 
“sidewalk counseling” in 
front of  abortion clinics. As 
Vice Presidential nominee 
Kamala Harris said, “One’s 
faith should never be the ba-
sis of  supporting or reject-
ing a nominee.” 
One aspect of  Barrett’s 
religious life that may be le-
gitimate cause of  concern is 
her involvement with People 
of  Praise, a community join-
ing multiple churches. What 
seems to scare people the 
most is their use of  the word 
“handmaid,” drawing con-
nections to the popular book 
and T.V. series The Hand-
maid’s Tale. The connection 
between the dystopian popu-
lar culture reference and the 
religious group is nonexis-
tent, though. 
People of  Praise refer-
ence “handmaids” when de-
scribing a woman acting as 
a spiritual leader, in allusion 
to a biblical scripture refer-
ing to Mary. And even if  the 
People of  Praise community 
is all too similar to that of  a 
cult, Barrett declared again 
in her hearing, “It is never 
appropriate for a judge to 
impose that judge’s personal 
convictions... on the law.”
This is in accordance with 
her regard of  conservative 
originalism. This contro-
versial principle involves in-
terpreting the Constitution 
based on the intent of  the 
framers and their original 
understanding of  the doc-
ument. This excludes any 
consideration of  progressive 
or activist interpretations to 
push progressive or activist 
causes. 
While it seems this notion 
may be halting social prog-
ress, originalists simply be-
lieve social progress should 
only be achieved through 
legislation, a congressio-
nal duty rather than a ju-
dicial one. In response, the 
Supreme Court and other 
lower courts should remain 
nonpartisan when interpret-
ing the Constitution and 
making rulings on its basis. 
If  the Supreme Court were 
to be completely nonpartisan 
in their interpretations, the 
polarization of  the political 
spectrum might not impede 
on judicial review as it may 
for the legislation process in 
present instances.
The most frightening 
thing Judge Barrett is ac-
cused of, in my opinion, is 
the possibility of  overturn-
ing  Roe v. Wade. Thankfully 
this is yet another miscon-
ception, as she explained in 
her congressional hearing 
that Roe is “clearly binding 
on all courts of  appeals.” 
Barrett does maintain 
that the case is not immune 
to challenge and may be 
considered for overturning, 
revealing in 2016 at Jackson-
ville University that Roe’s 
core holdings, the women’s 
right to an abortion, might 
not change, but late-term 
abortions and restrictions 
on clinics could go into ef-
fect. However, I believe she 
should not be viewed as a 
significant threat to women’s 
reproductive rights.
The Constitution was cre-
ated in order to protect the 
principles of  the Declara-
tion of  Independence, not 
allowing the government to 
infringe upon our rights. She 
plans to continue to defend 
the intent of  the framers 
and examine binding prece-
dent when interpreting the 
Constitution if  confirmed 
as a justice on the Supreme 
Court. Therefore, I believe it 
is safe to say that Amy Co-
ney Barrett will not utterly 
destroy our civil rights.  
help are met with student 










— it became clear that I could 
not remain silent. I looked 
around and saw that nobody 
was attempting to fight for 
people that look like me, and 
I determined that it would go 
on no longer. 
As the lungs of  millions 
of  Black women filled with 
the polluted water of  unheard 
cries and disrespect, Xavier 
fell silent. Although it was 
not the first time that diversi-
ty and ethnic issues had been 
swept under the rug, this was 
the last straw.
I called on close friends to 
spread the word through so-
cial media as an attempt to 
remain anonymous, creating 
distance between myself  and 
any furtherance of  harm. Bre-
onna Taylor’s name, the ne-
glect of  Black women, men 
and non-binary people both 




cus of  the 
Speak Up 
XU protest 
on Sept. 25. 
Over 400 
students, faculty, parents and 
peers showed up in solidarity 
to listen and be overwhelm-
ingly heard.
With the surroundings of  
Norwood and many under-
privileged Black children, it 
is ironic that Xavier would 
not be taking an active role 
in being anti-racist. Students 
step off  of  campus and are 
removed from the XU bubble, 
but how many Norwood chil-
dren are we serving to help 
elevate them in society? It 
seems like a lot to ask for with 
respect to Xavier’s own neg-
ligence in elevating our own 
Black students and voices. 
Xavier has tried to remain 
disconnected from reality and 
it’s own racial biases, but Black 
students cannot ignore their 




front of  
Black stu-
dents in 
academia, Black organizations 
are hardly ever recognized 
and BIPOC are grossly un-
derrepresented — but we are 
asked what can be done.
As a result, the deafening 
silence (a term utilized by Dr. 
Yolander Hurst) concerning 
these issues has limited the 
graduation rate, mental health 
and safety of  BIPOC here 
at Xavier for years. We cele-
brate performative action and 
check diversity boxes without 
ever representing the BIPOC 
that stand on Jesuit soil. Black 
students remain targeted and 
‘suspicious’ by XUPD before 
White students who vandal-
ize halls are questioned. 
I encourage students and 
faculty to continue to use their 
voices, demand change and re-
fuse to do the work for people 
that are too lazy to face it. I 
end this with the question that 
haunts me every day since I 
uttered it at the protest: “How 
can we expect America to do 





Black women and Black 
students, are drowning and 
tired of  fighting alone. We, as 
a prestigious university, have 
a duty to fight for equality 
— without it we are simply 
another university that has a 
mantra that they do not fol-
low. 
If  we are going to say “All 
for One. And One For All,” 
we must recognize and exude 
that in every possible way. Say 
their names.
Seriah Barnes is a 
third-year crimi-
nal justice major. 
She is a guest writ-
er for Newswire from 
W e s t - W i n d s o r 
Plainsboror N.J. 
Scars from the bullets that missed 
Chloe Salveson is a 
Newswire. She is a  Phi-
losophy, Politics and 
the Public major from 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Barrett’s not that bad
Black students remain 
targeted and ‘suspicious’ 
by XUPD before white 
students who vandalize 
halls are questioned.
Black women and Black 
students, are drowning 
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...In oces’ social media
If  no changes are made toward the 
racial climate here at Xavier, the prob-
lem will remain in perpetuity.
Last week we saw this issue bear its 
face again. The Office of  Student  In-
volvement 
( O S I ) 
published 
a social 
m e d i a 
post that 
inc luded 
i n s t r u c -
tions on how to organize protests and 
demonstrations on Xavier’s campus. 
It urged students to “do so in a civil 
manner” and to honor the dignity of  
those who may disagree with your 
personal beliefs. This is problematic in 
the sense that they are policing how 
students express frustration with the 
university and different institutions in 
society. 
Additionally, in a political climate 
where human rights are deemed “po-
litical,” hysterectomies are being per-
formed without consent under Immi-
gration Control Enforcement watch, 
Black people are murdered in the 
street by those sworn to protect them 
and transgender individuals are still 
killed for identifying how they want. 
This post validated those who believe 
these actions are acceptable. 
The post invalidated the efforts of  
the students who organized and par-
ticipated in the Speak Up XU protest 
that occurred two weeks ago, paint-
ing them as uncivil, disrespectful and 
wrong. It was one of  the largest, most 
successful protests Xavier has ever 







lack of  en-
g a g e m e n t 
and record high stress and workloads 
due to COVID-19. 
The OSI was quick to offer this 
criticism without addressing any stu-
dent concerns or the issues raised at 
the protest such as minority identity 
clubs receiving less funding than oth-
er student organizations. 
The OSI controls the largest orga-
nizing bodies and programs on cam-
pus, including the Student Govern-
ment Association, Student Activities 
Council and the Manresa program, 
which themselves are problematic 
for being historically predominantly 
white and male-ruled. For the office 
itself  to post that it doesn’t support 
student protests or concerns speaks 
volumes.
I have to bring up the fact that this 
isn’t the first protest to hit Xavier’s 
yard. In 2018 there were two large 
protests. Take Back the Night, in-
cluded marching and We Will Not 
Be Next was a campus wide walk-out 
that raised concerns about gun vio-
lence and gun control. The difference 
between these 
protests and 
Speak Up XU 
is that they 
were orga-
nized by SGA 
and the CDI. 
The organiz-
ers got the 
university’s blessing before holding 
these demonstrations. 
Speak Up XU was organic, student 
led, didn’t ask for permission and most 
importantly, embarrassed the univer-
sity. Speak Up XU put Xavier on the 
news for not having a campus where 
Black students feel welcome, valued 
and safe being a part of. 
Those other two protests were di-
rected at rape culture as a whole and 
gun legislation. This was possibly the 
largest protest that was directed at 
Xavier’s administration and the uni-
versity as a whole.
To bring this back toward offices on 
campus proving that the university is 
problematic and is resistant to change, 
I have to remind everyone that this is 
not the first time this semester that an 
office has posted something problem-
atic. 
The Office of  Student Affairs pub-
lished a post that Bishop Fenwick con-
sidered his slaves “part of  his family” 
and that they “undoubtedly enjoyed a 
fair amount of  autonomy.” This post 





ty and was 
r e m o v e d 




The university can claim to care 
about Black Lives Matter and mat-
ters of  race here on campus and in 
the world, but since these prominent 
offices, directly under the control of  
Associate Provost and Chief  Student 
Affairs Officer David Johnson, can’t 
fix the problem, the Diversity and In-
clusion plan obviously isn’t working. 
Enough is enough. 
Andrew Michael is a 
senior entrepreneurial 
studies major. He is a 
Guest Writer for Newswire 
from  Buffalo, N.Y.  
year Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public major. She 
is a Staff Writer for News-
wire from Trenton, Ohio.  
Newswire Asks: 
How does racism manifest 
at Xavier, if at all?
Racism can be difficult to discuss, 
but there’s no beating around the 
bush with how serious of  an issue it 
is and has been in the United States. 
I grew up with internalized racism. 
Everyone around me enabled it, 
encouraged it or dismissed it. For-
tunately, 
I’ve dis-
c o v e r e d 
support-
ive, edu-




that I’ve never had before, I’ve seen 
more people of  color than have ever 
lived in my hometown. 
This doesn’t extinguish the forms 
in which racism continues to mani-
fest, however. Pictures around Xavi-
er paint a story of  diversity with 
their token Muslim, Black and Asian 
students as if  Xavier is trying to 
push the image of  a diverse group 
comparable to promotional items 
shown off  to appease an audience.
Fortunately, Xavier practices 
what it preaches. There’s inclusivi-
ty on campus through official offices 
and organizations. But compared to 
the reality of  Xaver’s White ma-
jority, there’s an aura of  “fakeness” 
surrounding the promotion of  di-
versity. 
You can’t control the student body 
or professors as much as the clubs or 
organizations. Racial microaggres-
sions occur within classrooms. 
Students of  color are shut down 
and spoken over to blatantly racist 
comments, which often end up being 
addressed not 
by the professor 
but by the tar-
geted minority. 
The class-
room should be 
the last place 
where there’s 
enough racist 
tolerance to shift the atmosphere 
into one that may not feel safe any-
more.




w r o n g 




microaggressions and stereotypes, 
inevitably leading to racism. 
Looking at a Black woman as if  
they’ve never seen one before may 
not be the intent of  the observer, 
but imagine how insulting it is to 
be gawked at. No person of  color 
should have to deal with treatment 
ignored or uncorrected by author-
ity figures and left to be addressed 
by the targeted 
group. Minori-
ties shouldn’t feel 
forced to defend 
themselves when 
no one else will 
speak up.
There is no opinion on racism, so 
there is no excuse to permit a stu-
dent to speak their “opinion” freely. 
Racism isn’t a point to argue, espe-
cially on a campus where students 
of  color must ask for safe spaces. 
Lack of  representation already cre-
ates a barrier between feeling as if  
they truly fit in. 
S t u -
d e n t s 
of  col-
or are 
h i n -
d e r e d 




experiences while worrying about 
being a minority on campus and feel-
ing uncomfortable expressing true 
identities. Inability to express them-
selves can deteriorate mental health, 
and Xavier isn’t exactly a campus 
boasting about the number of  coun-
selors of  color to go around — let 
alone Hispanic or Latinx represen-
tation. For all the official organiza-





t e r m s 
of  the Hispanic/Latinx group- fit-
ting a diverse amount of  cultures 
into one category.
Xavier needs to do more. Students 
must learn — regardless of  child-
hood teaching or the area of  the 
world they’ve grown up in — how 
deeply they can hurt someone with 
their words. 
You have to go further. You have 
to take action, advocate and never 
stop improving conditions for those 
who haven’t had the same quality 
of  life as the privileged majority no 
matter their own privileges because 
we can’t erase our ethnicity or skin 
color.
No person of  color should have to 
deal with treatment ignored or un-
left to be addressed by the target-
ed group. Minorities shouldn’t feel 
forced to defend themselves when no 
one else will speak up.
The OSI controls the largest orga-
nizing bodies and programs on cam-
that they don’t support student pro-
tests or concerns speaks volumes.
There’s inclusivity on campus 
organizations. But compared 
to the reality of  Xavier’s White 
majority, there’s an aura of  
“fakeness” surrounding the 
promotion of  diversity.
...Microaggressions in the classroom
“Speak up XU” was organic, stu-
dent led, didn’t ask for permission 
and most importantly, embarrassed 
the university. “Speak up XU” put 
Xavier on the news for not having a 
campus were black students feel wel-
come, valued and safe being a part of. 
Xavier needs to do more. Stu-
dents must learn how deep-
ly they can hurt someone with 
their words.
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per tier of  NBA teams after 
missing the playoffs in the 
previous season and strug-
gling through late 2010s af-
ter the prime of  the late Kobe 
Byrant. 
For the Heat, the loss now 
spells the end of  their Cin-
derella story playoff  run. 
The team started the 
playoffs as the fifth seed but 
strung together a series of  
commanding playoff  upsets, 
most notably a 4-1 series win 
over the favorite Milwaukee 
Bucks.  
As for James’ personal 
resume, Sunday’s win rep-
resents his fourth champi-
onship and his fourth finals 
MVP awards. 
The Akron-born superstar 
has now won championships 
with three separate teams, 
becoming the first player in 
NBA history to do so. His 
other two championships 
came from his runs with the 
Heat and the Cleveland Cav-
aliers. 
For those keeping track, 
Michael Jordan won six 
championships and six finals 
MVPs — all of  them with the 
Chicago Bulls. 
The free-agency implica-
Photo courtesy of Kirby Lee, USA Today Sports
LeBron solidies his legacy with NBA Finals win
tions of  the playoffs are no-
table as well. Davis, who has a 
player option on his contract, 
will most likely stay with the 
Lakers given the champion-
ship ring. 
Plus, playing with James, 
the best active player who is 
looking to take less of  an of-
fensive load late into his ca-
reer, is a nice position to be 
in while starting the prime of  
your career. 
Concerning Miami’s free 
agency moves, the Heat has 
a lot of  options heading into 
next season. 
The organization has 
enough salary-cap space 
to sign a max contract and 
enough left over to sign a sol-
id rotation player. 
Even if  the Heat can’t sign 
a player who would command 
the max contract to their ros-
ter, the organization can look 
to bring in two all-star cali-
ber players which would give 
the team more than enough 
firepower to be a strong con-
tender in the eastern confer-
ence as their young players 
start to develop.  
I suspect that they add 
smaller pieces while keeping 
the max-contract slot open 
for the next year. 
A solid point guard like 
Mike Conley of  the Utah Jazz 
or a versatile big to split min-
utes with Adebayo such as 
Montrez Harrell would help 
fill out the Miami rotation 
nicely. 
Photo courtesy of Craig Sjodin/ABC
The Bachelor franchise is no 
stranger to starring former 
professional athletes on their 
shows. 
Former NFL tight end 
Colton Underwood appeared 
on The Bachelorette, Bachelor 
in Paradise and later became 
The Bachelor. Clay Harbor, 
another former NFL tight 
end has appeared on The 
Bachelorette and Bachelor in 
Paradise. Former NFL quar-
terback Jesse Palmer was also 
bachelor in the fifth season of  
the show. Needless to say, the 
show attracts a lot of  ex-ath-
letes who might not have 
been the most successful on 
the field but think they can be 
successful looking for love. 
On this season of  The 
Bachelorette, which premiered 
Tuesday night, three for-
mer NFL players try to win 
over Clare Crawley. I ranked 
the three of  them based off  
of  how well they presented 
themselves during the pre-
miere.
3. Jason
Jason, a former offensive 
lineman for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers who lost 120 lbs 
since retiring, showed up pre-
tending he was pregnant. Ja-
son was one of  the goofiest 
men all night, but just didn’t 
seem to offer a whole lot. As 
an aside. Jason’s score on the 
Wonderlic test, a test that 
measures the intelligence lev-
el of  prospective NFL players 
was a 5, which is the second 
lowest score in NFL history.
2. Eazy
Eazy was a former wide-
out at Texas A&M who had 
a cup of  coffee with a few 
NFL teams on their practice 
squads. He had a good intro, 
jumping through some paper 
that said, “your future hus-
band.” He had a good person-
ality, and Clare seemed im-
pressed by him.
1.Dale
Dale, a former member of  
numerous practice squads, 
was the clear-cut winner of  
the night.
After his intro, Clare said 
“I think I may have just met 
my husband.” He was also the 
recipient of  the First Impres-
sion Rose (which was a nice 
ten points for my Bachelor-
ette Fantasy team). 
Dale is definitely some-
body to look out for going 
forward, as indications are he 
may stick around for a bit. 
With a 106-93 Game 6 win 
over the Miami Heat, the Los 
Angeles Lakers were named 
NBA champions on Sunday. 
LeBron James, who unani-
mously won the Finals MVP 
trophy, posted a 28 point tri-
ple-double during Sunday’s 
game. 
Other notable contribu-
tions for the Lakers came 
from Rajon Rondo with 19 
points off  the bench and 
Anthony Davis who posted 
a double-double with 15 re-
bounds and 19 points. 
Other than Bam Adebayo, 
who put up 25 points and 
10 rebounds despite recent-
ly coming off  an injury, the 
Heat saw most of  their best 
players underperform expec-
tations. 
Tyler Herro put up only 
seven points while shooting 
3-10 from the field. Similarly, 
Goran Dragic scored 5 points 
while missing all four of  his 
three- point attempts. 
Butler fared slightly bet-
ter than the other two with 
12 points, but was unable to 
muster the heroics he did in 
earlier series wins. 
For the Lakers organiza-
tion, this NBA title marks 
their 17th championship, ty-
ing the Boston Celtics for the 
most titles in NBA history. 
The championship also 





Three ex-NFL players are featured this season
Ranking Bachelorette Athletes NCAA grants extra year of
eligibility to winter athletes
The NCAA D-1 council 
has granted another year of  
eligibility to winter sports 
athletes due to disruptions in 
the normal season caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Following the NCAA’s rul-
ing that fall sports athletes 
would remain eligible for an 
extra year due to the ongo-
ing effects of  the pandemic, it 
was expected that the council 
would give the same rights to 
winter sports athletes. 
“D-1 council has voted in 
favor of  giving additional 
year of  eligibility to winter 
athletes. Won’t be official un-
til close of  tomorrow’s meet-
ing,” Jeff  Goodman, a college 
basketball writer for Stadium, 
noted in a tweet on Tuesday. 
This ruling most notably 
affects men’s and women’s 
basketball, but it also affects 
swimming and diving and 
men’s and women’s ice hock-
ey, among other sports.
The start of  men’s and 
women’s seasons has been 
pushed back two weeks to 
Nov. 25, with official practices 
beginning yesterday. 
The teams must play a 
maximum of  27 games while 
requiring a minimum of  13 
for NCAA tournament con-
sideration. 
Teams have been allowed 
to hold practice 20 hours per 
week due to off-season rules. 
COVID-19 first affected 
winter sports last year when 
the NCAA had to cancel 
many of  the winter sports 
championships, specifically 
the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment. 
The eligibility extension 
offer will likely be extended 
to those who plan to play and 
those who are considering 
opting out of  the 2020-2021 
season completely. 
In addition to the eligi-
bility ruling, the NCAA is 
expected to pass a one-time 
penalty-free transfer rule in 
January to go into effect in 
August of  2021. 
The proposed legislation 
will be sent to D-1 council 
members later this week, and 
would allow athletes to trans-
fer one time with no fear of  
being ineligible or forced to 
sit out a year. 
Currently, players who 
transfer and want to play 
immediately have to obtain a 
waiver from the NCAA. 
Giving a penalty-free 
waive will likely drastically 
increase the amount of  trans-
fers across the college sports 
landscape. 
BY ERIN ALBRIGHT
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Storylines from NFL Week 5: Prescott injured
Week 5 of  the NFL season 
was the season’s wildest week 
yet. 
There were a number of  
notable storylines across the 
league last week, including a 
star quarterback going down 
with a season-ending injury, 
another postponement due to 
COVID-19, and a rookie wide 
receiver scoring four touch-
downs. Here are some of  the 
biggest storylines from NFL 
Week 5.
Dak Prescott’s injury
With only one year left on 
his contract after being Fran-
chise tagged, Dak Prescott’s 
performance this season was 
going to be hugely important 
to his next contract. 
While Prescott got off  to a 
pretty solid start this year, his 
season came to an unfortunate 
end when he suffered a grue-
some compound fracture and 
dislocated ankle during the 
game against the Giants. 
Prescott will miss the rest 
of  the season, and former 
Cincinnati Bengals quarter-
back Andy Dalton will replace 
him.
Patriots vs. Broncos post-
poned
With Cam Newton and 
Stephon Gilmore sidelined for 
the Patriots due to COVID-19, 
the team facilities were on 
lockdown. 
They reopened on Satur-
day, but a positive test shut 
them down again and post-
poned their game against the 
Broncos. 
It’s the second COVID-19 
related postponement this 
season, following the Steel-
ers vs. Titans game that was 
postponed in Week 4. As a re-
sult of  this postponement, the 
NFL had to move 11 games, 
including four involving the 
Los Angeles Chargers to dif-
ferent weeks. 
The NFL has preached 
flxevility all season due to 
COVID-19, and teams are 
going to have to continue to 
be flexible if  more postpone-
In a normal, non-pandemic 
year the NHL would be un-
dergoing the beginning of  the 
2020-21 season. However,, the 
end of  the 2020 season was 
pushed back to August due to 
COVID-19, and the regular 
season is now pushed back un-
til at least January 2021. 
The free agency period 
would typically open July 1st, 
but instead it opened October 
9, immediately following the 
draft.
A free agent player is eli-
gible to sign with any team 
where the two parties can 
agree. In the NHL, a player 
becomes an Unrestricted Free 
Agent (UFA) if  their current 
contract ends after either sev-
en accrued seasons or they are 
27 or older as of  June 30.
 A highlight of  the 2020 
free agent class is defensem-
an Alex Pietrangelo, leaving 
the St. Louis Blues on a sev-
en-year contract with the Ve-
gas Golden Knights for $61.6 
million.
Pietrangelo was a captain 
of  the 2019 Stanley Cup win-
ning team and arguably the 
best player on the market. 
Taylor Hall, forward for 
the Arizona Coyotes, won the 
Hart Trophy in 2017-18 while 
with the New Jersey Devils. 
He signed a one-year contract 
with the Buffalo Sabres for $8 
million.
Defenseman Torey Kurg 
left the Boston Bruins after 
five years to sign with the St. 
Louis Blues on a seven year, 
$45.5 million contract. 
His skills will be missed on 
the Bruins after he put up over 
330 points during his career 
with them. He’ll be a solid re-
placement for Pietrangelo in 
St. Louis, and help add a new 
element with his abilities as an 
offensive defenseman. 
Tyler Toffoli, forward from 
the Vancouver Canucks who 
put up six goals and 10 points 
in 10 regular season games af-
ter being acquired via trade, 
has signed a four-year con-
tract for $17 million with the 
Montreal Canadiens.
Goalie Jacob Markstrom 
signed with the Calgary 
Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott suffered a compound fracture in his ankle and a dislocated ankle. 
Prescott, a free agent at years end, is out for the season. Andy Dalton will take over for Prescott in Dallas.
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ments come later this season.
Chase Claypool scores 
four touchdowns vs. Eagles
During the Steelers vs. Ea-
gles game on Sunday, rookie 
wide receiver Chase Claypool 
found the endzone four times, 
becoming the first Steelers 
player to score four touch-
downs in a game since 1967. 
Claypool ran one in on an 
end-around and also caught 
three scores from Ben Roeth-
lisberger, who has the Steelers 
at 4-0 for the first time since 
1979. The Steelers take on the 
surprising 4-1 Browns in a 
major AFC North rivalry
game on Sunday.
Chargers lose another 
one score game
The Chargers’ inability 
to win close games has been 
widely documented, as they 
lost nine one-score games 
last year and had already 
lost three this year heading 
into Monday Night Football 
against the Saints. After the 
Saints tied the game up late, 
the Chargers had a chance to 
win on a field goal at the end 
of  regulation. 
However, Chargers kicker 
Michael Badgley missed the 
field goal and the Saints even-
tually won the game in over-
time, making this the Char-
gers fourth loss in one-score 
games this season.
 Despite the struggles as a 
team, Chargers rookie quar-
terback Justin Herbert has 
looked impressive this season. 
Herbert threw for 264 yards 
and four touchdowns with 
starting running back Austin 
Ekeler injured and a ques-
tionable core of  receivers, 
especially with Keenan Allen 
exiting Monday night’s game 
with an injury. 
NHL free agency recap: Vegas gets Pietrangelo
Flames for six years on a $36 
million deal.
His save percentage is 
0.918, and the Vancouver Ca-
nucks will miss having him as 
a powerhouse on the team.
Most notably, Henrik 
Lundqvist left the New York 
Rangers after 15 years and 
signed a one-year, $1.5 million 





St. Louis Blues defenseman Alex Pietrangelo was the prize of the NHL Free Agency cycle, and he left the 
Blues to sign with the Vegas Golden Knights. Pietrangelo will likely slot in on Vegas’  top defensive pairing. 
Photo courtesty of Jennifer Griggs via Creative Commons
Storylines develop around the league as many teams reach pivotal stretch
The Capitals lost goalie 
Braden Holtby in free agen-
cy, and Lundqvist is expected 
to start over Ilya Samasonov. 
However, Lundqvist will have 
a short career left in the NHL 
due to his age of  38. 
Not every one of  the  348 
NHL free agents has been 
signed with a team yet. Some 
remaining forwards who have 
yet to be signed are: Mike 
Hoffman and Evgenii Dadon-
ov of  the Florida Panthers, 
Joe Thornton of  the San Jose 
Sharks and Mikael Granlund 
of  the Nashville Predators.
Additionally, defenseman 
who remain unsigned include 
Zdeno Chara of  the Boston 
Bruins, Sami Vatanen of  the 
Carolina Hurricanes, Tra-
vis Hamonic of  the Calgary 
Flames, Andy Greene of  the 
New York Islanders, and Dim-
itry Kulikov of  the Winnipeg 
Jets remain free agents. 
Lastly, goalies Ryan Miller 
of  the Anaheim Ducks, Aaron 
Dell of  the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Craig Anderson of  the 
Ottawa Senators and Jimmy 
Howard of  the Detroit Red 
Wings all are yet to sign a 
contract. Most of  the goalies 
still left on the open market 
project to be backups for who-
ever their next team may be. 
As of  right now, the NHL 
2020-21 season is predicted 
to start Jan. 1, 2021. There is 
always the possibility that the 
season will get pushed back 
though. 
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Fan brings to light TV shows that deserved better
BY CHARLIE GSTALDER
Opinions & Editorials 
Editor 
Feel fresh this fall fashion season 
The air’s getting colder, 
the days are shorter, home-
work and stress are mounting 
and we’re all looking for some 
sign that the world won’t end. 
You know what that means… 
It’s time for another fall fash-
ion guide! 
For those unfamiliar, the 
fall fashion guide is when I, 
one of  the most stylish people 
I know, give advice on what 
to wear this season… or what 
not to wear if  you hate my 
opinions. 
While I discerned the fol-
lowing trends from clothing 
collections aimed at men, peo-
ple of  all genders should feel 
welcome to apply my ideas to 
their own wardrobes. 
Pleated Pants 
Pleated pants are back. 
While the number of  pleats 
doesn’t really matter, single 
pleated pants are the clas-
sic for men. If  you’re feeling 
adventurous, not looking to 
conform to gendered fashion 
roles or don’t care about what 
I say, wear pants with as many 
pleats as you want! However, 
avoid pleated khakis unless 
your ideal look is that of  a 
45-year-old man at his local 
parish’s pancake Sunday. 
Straight Cut Pants 
It appears the reign of  
skinny, slim and slim-straight 
pants has ended. It’s once 
again in style to wear pants 
that are a little more baggy. 
I’m not saying you should 
throw out your skinny jeans 
or your slim corduroys, but 
experiment with different 
cuts. Give your legs some 
room, let some fabric flow and 
roll your cuffs to show off  
your cool socks. You do have 
cool socks, right?
Sweats 
The pandemic has changed 
everything we thought we 
knew about sweats. Anything 
goes now: wear sweatpants 
and a hoodie to class, wear 
them to the gym, wear them 
to your wedding — it literally 
doesn’t matter. 
Don’t even bother having 
different colored fabric, wear 
a groutfit for all I care. Oh, 
and don’t waste your money 
on “athleisure wear” — that 
stuff ’s a scam. Wear real 
sweats; I’m talking about the 
ones from 2011 with pizza 
grease and grass stains. I’m 
only half  joking here, some-
times it’s nice to just be comfy.
Masks 
Masks are in style because 
if  you don’t wear one you 
could kill everyone you love 
and then yourself. Seriously 
though, the pandemic is not 
a joke. Wear a mask. Oh, and 
maybe wear one with fun pat-
terns or something.
Pockets 
Pockets are in. I don’t mean 
to imply cargo pants are in, be-
cause I still think they should 
be avoided like COVID-19, 
but there’s a growing push 
to accept clothing with extra 
pockets. 
Perhaps it’s a continuation 
of  the hiking-inspired tech-
ware industry that has been 
dominating fashion, or maybe 
everything really can come 
into style. Just get some ex-
tra pockets, have some fun and 
carry some stuff. 
Bags
All right, it’s time to do it.: 
it’s time to invest in a bag. 
No, not a backpack — a 
bag. It can be one that goes 
across your body, or one 
meant to be slung on your 
shoulder or even one meant to 
be carried in hand. It literally 
doesn’t matter. Just get your-
self  a bag. Wear it with your 
backpack even. Oh, and make 
sure it doesn’t say “Supreme” 
on it… it’s not 2017. 
We all have that one show 
that could have had one more 
season. Or two. Whether the 
creators ended it on purpose 
or just lost funding, a few se-
ries resonate with everyone 
in their soul, especially me in 
mine, that deserved one more 
season, if  not more than that. 
To start off, the vintage 
Freaks and Geeks was a clas-
sic TV show that tragical-
ly received a single season. 
The show aired from 1999 
to 2000, consisting of  18 ep-
isodes. While it might have 
been your typical predictable 
show, it was equipped with 
the cast that was simply un-
matched.
 It held a cast full of  stars 
that we all know and love to-
day, including James Franco, 
Seth Rogen, Busy Philipps, 
Jason Segel and Linda Cardel-
lini. For a lot of  these famous, 
admirable actors, Freaks and 
Geeks was their big break.
 NBC, the provider of  the 
show, cut it due to low rat-
ings, which were received be-
cause of  the irregular show-
ings of  the series on random 
Saturdays. 
Today, you can only find 
Freaks and Geeks on DVD, as 
no streaming service can ac-
quire the series due to copy-
BY EMILY CROFT
right issues. Freaks and Geeks 
is a show that should have had 
many more seasons, but for 
now, I just want it to make its 
way onto Netflix. 
As Netflix continues to 
gain popularity, it has begun 
personal productions, such 
as American Vandal. American 
Vandal was a mockumentary 
series released in 2017 that 
consisted of  only two seasons. 
While there was no ma-
jor or steady plot, the idea of  
pranks being taken that far in 
a documentary was a comical 
way to get kids to watch Net-
flix-made productions. It was 
a show that paralleled the sus-
pense of  shows like Criminal 
Minds without all of  the gore.
The series’ cancellation 
came as a shock to me since my 
friends and I binged both sea-
sons when they were released. 
The show offered something 
new and exciting to younger 
audiences, as mockumentaries 
are not common. 
The major decision for can-
cellation was that Netflix had 
an outside studio produce the 
show, inflicting issues within 
the series’s rights. Whether it 
had all the rights or not, Net-
flix should have gifted us with 
a third season of  this unique 
mockumentary. 
Speaking of  suspense and 
thrill, Scream Queens was an 
iconic series that left our 
television world too soon. 
The show is a satirical and 
thrilling series that continues 
to shock you as you watch. 
Scream Queens only aired from 
2015-2016, giving us a slim 
two seasons.
 There were 23 episodes per 
season, which may seem like a 
lot, but it was most definitely 
not enough for me. Not only 
did the plot leave me on the 
edge of  my seat, but the cast 
was jam-packed with infamous 
queens of  acting, including 
Emma Roberts, Lea Michele, 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Keke Palm-
er and Ariana Grande. I could 
keep going with my list, but it 
would take up my word count 
for this article. 
Needless to say, they had a 
full cast, but only gave us two 
seasons. While it produced a 
lot of  social media buzz, Fox 
canceled the series after two 
seasons due to the lack of  
viewers. Both seasons show a 
continual loss of  viewers as 
the seasons went on, but that 
doesn’t mean we didn’t de-
serve season three. 
All three of  these shows de-
served another season, if  not 
more. While it is possible that 
a reboot could happen, that is 
probably out of  the picture for 
most series that get cancelled. 
For now, I’ll have to rewatch 
what I have until I find a new 
series good enough to replace 
Emma Roberts.
Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
Scream Queens, Freaks and Geeks and American Vandal are just three shows out of many that deserved more 
seasons and content than what their viewing  audiences were given before they were inevitably cancelled. 
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Pop star Camila Cabello 
will soon be on the big screen 
in her first major Hollywood 
role: the next Cinderella.
 Set to release in February 
of  2021, Sony’s Cinderella is 
set to make a star-studded 
splash with a celebrity filled 
cast, a plot kept under wraps 
and some big glass slippers to 
fill. 
Though many details of  
the film have been kept secret, 
most of  the film’s cast has 
been released and is full of  fa-
miliar faces.
 Cabello will be surround-
ed by fellow celebrities in the 
film, including big names such 
as Idina Menzel, James Cord-
en and John Mulaney. Men-
zel’s role, Vivian, is meant to 
be one of  the film’s most in-
teresting twists: a not-so-evil 
stepmother.
 Additionally, the film will 
not feature a traditional fairy 
godmother. Instead, Billy 
Porter will appear as Fab G, a 
gender-nonconforming fairy 
godparent. Pierce Brosnan 
of  Mamma Mia! will be play-
ing King Rowan, and hip-hop 
artist Missy Elliot will be 
making an appearance as the 
Town Crier.
 In her second appearance 
in a Cinderella-related film, 
Minnie Driver plays Queen 
Beatrice. Cabello’s co-star 
will be played by Nicholas 
Will the new glass slipper t? 
BY EMMA STEVENS
Guest Writer
New album Nectar proves to be just as sweet
Galitzine who is best known 
for his role in the Netflix se-
ries Chambers. 
With plenty of  famous fac-
es on the screen, the film also 
has industry giants behind 
the camera. Kay Cannon, best 
known for her work on Pitch 
Perfect, 30 Rock and New Girl, 
From Filthy Frank to his 
song’s TikTok fame, George 
Miller, better known as Joji, 
has created an interesting im-
age for himself  in today’s gen-
eration.
If  you haven’t heard of  Joji, 
or think you haven’t heard a 
song of  his, think again — 
it’s likely that you have and 
weren’t aware. His songs have 
been very popular on TikTok, 
and chances are if  you use the 
app you’ve heard “Slow Danc-
ing in the Dark” or “Gimme 
Love.”
Starting out on YouTube 
as Filthy Frank, Miller creat-
ed YouTube videos that would 
be labeled under the “dark hu-
mor” category. In 2017, he re-
leased two albums under the 
pseudonym “Pink Guy,” Pink 
Season and Pink Season: The 
Prophecy.
In late 2017, he switched 
gears, debuting his new and 
current pseudonym “Joji” with 
the EP In Tongues. In 2018, he 
released Ballads 1, and fans 
have been eagerly awaiting his 
newest album since.
Joji’s new album Nectar hits 
different. With 18 songs and 
coming to a total of  53 min-
utes, it’s a perfect album to lis-
ten to when you’re feeling just 
on that line of  happy and sad. 
Some of  the songs on the 
album like “Sanctuary,” “Run,” 
“Gimme Love” and “Daylight” 
are rereleases of  singles that 
have been added to the album.
These songs are in no way 
a bad addition to the album, 
however. They all flow well 
with the rest. Songs like “Run” 
and “Daylight” stand out due 
to their replay ability. I can’t 
count the amount of  times 
I’ve listened to both back-to-
back. 
There are plenty of  new 
songs on the album to enjoy 
as well.
My personal favorite is the 
15th track of  the album, “777.” 
One of  the faster paced songs 
on Nectar, its pre-chorus has a 
clapping beat in the back that 
makes it a perfect addition to 
any running playlist.
Another standout addition 
to the album is the 17th track, 
“Like You Do.” It’s slower than 
the previous song and has a 
sweet chorus, which makes it 
a great song to have on a car 
ride or late night playlist.
A song that gives the impli-
cation that Joji is well aware 
of  his TikTok fame is the 3rd 
track, ironically titled “Tick 
Tock.” However, this could be 
a reference to the numerous 
other meanings of  the phrase. 
While the song never men-
tions the app, the similarity 
in the name makes me think it 
could be right to think this is 
a subtle nod to his fans on the 
social media platform.
There’s only one song 
that doesn’t quite strike the 
same feelings as the others 
do, which is the 16th track, 
“Reanimator,” featuring Yves 
Tumor. It isn’t a bad song, per 
se, but the long instrumental 
for the first minute and half  
of  an already quite short song 
doesn’t quite feel the same as 
other longer songs on the al-
bum.
That being said, the album 
as a whole flows very nice-
ly and gives the feeling of  a 
summer drive at night where 
you and your friends are all 
enjoying a night out, whether 
that be introspective quietness 
or loudly singing along. It is 
the perfect album to listen to 
if  you like indie style music or 
are having real sad boy hours.
Overall, it is a great perfor-
mance by Joji, and while not 
a departure from his previous 
style of  music, it still gives a 
refreshing taste of  new music 
to fans both old and new.
is directing the film based on 
an original story written by 
Corden, who is also one of  the 
film’s producers. 
Despite all the buzz around 
the film, little is known about 
the actual plot. We know that 
the film is going to be a comi-
cal take on the traditional Cin-
derella story told as a musical.
However, aside from the 
little hints dropped through-
out the vague description of  
the film as a musical comedy 
and the brief  character break-
downs released with the cast, 
little is known about what will 
be included in the film.
 As a Sony production, the 
movie can only include con-
tent from the original Cin-
derella story and unique ideas 
created by the Sony team. 
Anything created by Disney is 
off  limits.
 To some die-hard fans, this 
may be disappointing as there 
will be elements of  the story 
that may seem to be missing. 
However, to those hoping for 
a new spin on the old story, a 
film produced by a different 
franchise may be just what the 
doctor ordered. 
Though Sony’s version 
of  Cinderella seems to offer 
many new and exciting chang-
es to the classic tale, there are 
many beloved renditions that 
have come before it.
 Disney has had plenty of  
their own versions of  this 
fairytale, including Cinder-
ella (1950), A Cinderella Sto-
ry (2004), Another Cinderella 
Story (2008) and Cinderella 
(2015),  just to name a few.
 These films are loved by 
many and the actresses that 
play the iconic titular role in 
each film have their own dedi-
cated followers. 
Whether Camila Cabel-
lo will measure up to Ilene 
Woods, Hillary Duff, Selena 
Gomez and Lily James is the 
big question at hand. Each of  
these lovely ladies brought 
their own magical touch to 
the princess they played, leav-
ing Cabello with big slippers 
to fill.
Total score:
Upcoming Cinderella comedy creates uncertainty and skepticism amongst fans
BY MARIETTE 
WATERHOUSE
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George Miller, better known as Joji, recently released an album entitled Nectar. It features a number of unique 
tracks, but appears to be dissappointingly imitative to the singer/songwriter’s previous album and singles.  
singer/songwriter Camila Cabello as its leading lady, as well as several other well known actors and actresses. 
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BY CHARLIE GSTALDER
Opinions & Editorials 
Editor 
F*ck fall fashion 
I lied about everything I 
said on the A&E page. I save 
my real opinions for the Back 
Page. So, from the man whose 
style choices prompted the 
“nipple rule,” Newswire’s one 
and only dress code criteria, I 
present: The Real Fall Fash-
ion Guide.
Pleated Pants 
Pleated pants are disgust-
ing. It doesn’t matter who 
you are or what the occasion 
is, avoid pleated pants at all 
costs. They are never accept-
able. Flat fronts are the way 
to go.
Straight Cut Pants 
All my homies hate 
straight cut pants. We only 
wear skinny jeans here at the 
Back Page. If  your pants ar-
en’t inhibiting blood flow in 
your femoral artery, they’re 
too loose.
Sweats 
Forget sweatpants and 
sweatshirts, wear a tuxedo 
to bed. Fleece is never okay. 
Dress for the job you just got 
home from, not the Netflix 
you’re about to watch. Com-
fort is a myth manufactured 
by Big Pajama.
Masks 
COVID-19 is no joke. 
Masks are serious. Wear a 
mask. And when you do, make 
sure it’s a plain mask, designs 
on masks are tacky and gross. 
Only freaks wear masks with 
patterns or words.
Pockets 
When was the last time 
you used your pockets? That’s 
right, never. No one has ever 
used pockets for anything. 
I say sew them shut. Carry 
things in your hands. The 
only exception I’ll make is for 
cargo pants and cargo shorts.
Those are awesome.
Bags
Never wear a bag. In fact, 
avoid wearing backpacks 
whenever possible. Lug your 
items around in a wheelie 
suitcase like those salespeo-
ple did in the ‘90s. If  you’re 
insistent on wearing a bag, it 
should say “Supreme” on it. It 
doesn’t even need to be from 
Supreme, just make sure the 
word “Supreme” is visible.
Rick Owens 
FW’16 Penis Cloak
The one “must have” item 
of  the season is, without a 
doubt, the penis cloak. World 
renowned designer Rick Ow-
ens debuted the “penis cloak” 
in summer 2015 as commen-
tary on the oversexualization 
of  women in fashion. Com-
posed of  a long, shapeless, 
black robe with a hole cut to 
expose the wearer’s genitals, 
the penis cloak is perfect for 
apple picking, meeting your 
partner’s parents or the next 
OSI event!
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Aries: Don’t get chicken at the caf  
this week. It’s gonna be dry — drier 
than a conversation with someone 
from your Manresa group.
Gemini: Don’t buy any food this 
week — save it for a better cause, 
like bailing out your friend who 
blew all their money because they 
“knew” the Heat would win it all. 
Cancer: You can’t always win, even 
if you deserve it. Consider how 
Chunk the Fat Bear lost Fat Bear 
Week. TELL ME this isn’t the fat-
test bear you’ve ever seen:
Leo: Play a lot of  Steve this week. 
And if  you don’t know what I’m 
talking about, then, I’m sorry, you 
are a normie. 
Virgo: If  your mom hadn’t thrown 
out all your old Beanie Babies they 
would be worth over $100 grand 
today. Get back at her by not calling 
her this week. 
Taurus: You may think you were 
so tough standing up to your 
parents, but you’ll never have the 
guts of  Claudia Conway. She took 
down a member of  Trump’s cab-
inet, you just got your mom fired 
from Applebees. 
Scorpio: Look, I get you’re mad you 
couldn’t play disc golf on the quad 
because they were holding a socially 
distant mass. But I still think it was 
a little rude to throw your frisbee at 
Father B’s head, even if you missed. 
Aquarius: Talk to someone new 
this week. Perhaps introduce your-
self  to that guy who always walks 
around campus with his hood up. 
Maybe you can ask him if  he thinks 
it’s raining or if he’s just that edgy. 
Capricorn: Screw spirit animals, 
the stars have revealed your spirit 
show: Saturday Night Live. This 
means you’re mildly popular but 
painfully mediocre. 
Sagittarius: Stop making jokes 
about the fly on Mike Pence’s head. 
That horse was beat the night it 
happened. 
Libra: Sports are dumb, but we all 
have that special someone we pre-
tend to like them for. Pretend to care 
just a little extra this week. 
Pisces: This week, try to have the 
blissful ignorance of  stock photo 
models. Those guys always look like 
they’re living in the moment. 
Avant-Gardenic (AH-vahnt-GAR-den-ee/k/): Style identied 
by dirt covered overalls, assorted seed packets and vehement 
veganism.
 
Pastement (PAY-st-ment): A toothpaste stain that you are able to 
convince others has a political meaning. 
Ex: “Oh, this? No... see, that’s a hammer and THAT’S a sickle!”
 
Punq (PUNK): Someone who, while very close to being a full 
punk, is unable to commit fully to the punk lifestyle due to their 
extreme allergy to black eyeshadow.
Styletionary
BY TESS BREWER
Your weekly well of wacky words™
